AECW INFORMATION SHEET 2012
1. Ministers’ Salary Guidelines
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Teachers in the State education system move up the scale in the light of factors such as experience, extra qualifications,
excellence and additional responsibility. The FIEC suggest seven factors that are more pertinent to church life: housing,
manse costs, expenses, cost of living, what the church can afford, average living standards of area, and experience in
ministry.
Some Denominational Guidelines
The minimum Stipend in the Baptist Union Wales for 2012 is now £20,000 with additional Expenses and Housing Allowance
the total comes to approximately £25,000. Churches have varying practices relating to book allowances, conference fees,
pensions & other expenses, and there are several methods of housing allowance available for use. Ask the Secretary for
further details. Helpful financial information about the remuneration of ministers and other matters can be found at:
http://www.baptist.org.uk/prayer-download/doc_view/31-taxation-guidelines-f5.html

2. Car Allowances
The tax free motoring allowance has been increased from 40p to 45p per mile from 6 April 2011. This mileage allowance can
be paid for the first 10,000 and 25p for mileage over 10,000. Under the Fixed Profit Car Scheme employers can pay this
amount to an employee tax free and the amount is fully tax deductible to the employer as long as a mileage record is kept by
the employee confirming details of the business miles undertaken. The Revenue seldom asks to see this record.

3. Charity Registration and Land Registry
Many churches are going through the process of registering as charities. Some have completed the process. All AECW
churches must register as charities. Brian Matthews, formerly of FIEC trust Ltd, has kindly agreed to advise and assist AECW
churches in this process. If you would like Brian to assist your church you can contact him on wbmatthews@btinternet.com
From 1 April 2009 new regulations have been introduced which require all churches to register their property with the Land
Registry. This includes church buildings, manses and any other property owned by a church. Churches will need to obtain an
Ordinance Survey Map (1:250 scale), outline the boundaries of the property(ies) in red, and send this with their Deeds to the
Land Registry. A fee will be payable for the registration process. Application for registration should be made as soon as
possible. Your solicitor will be able to assist you in obtaining the large scale OS map and also regarding the process.

4. Child Protection
It cannot be emphasised too strongly that the trustees of all churches must have a Child Protection Policy and must ensure
that it is implemented in every respect. The policy must cover both children and vulnerable adults.

5. Legal Advice
AECW churches needing legal advice should contact the Chairman who will be able to put them in touch with a Christian
solicitor who has kindly agreed to assist our churches.

6. Gift Aid Declarations
HMRC has changed the wording of the standard declaration that charities should include on Gift Aid forms. Churches should
amend their forms to reflect the new wording. Forms using the older wording will be accepted up to 31 December 2012.
There is no need for churches to ask members who have already made declarations to make a new one. More information
can be found on the following link: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/news/new-guid-giftaid.htm
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